Environmental settings and families' socioeconomic status influence mobility and the use of mobility devices by children with cerebral palsy.
Functional mobility of children with cerebral palsy (CP) is influenced by personal and environmental factors, serving as barriers and/or facilitators and impacting on children's strategies and functional outcome. To describe typical mobility methods used by children with CP at home, school and community and to compare them across family's socioeconomic levels (SES). The Functional Mobility Scale was used to assess mobility of 113 children with CP of high and low SES at home, school, and community. Differences in mobility methods of participants classified as Gross Motor Function Classification System levels II, III and IV were found between home and community. For levels III and IV, differences were also found between home and school. At home, participants from higher SES used wheelchairs more frequently while those from lower SES used floor mobility (crawling). Environmental settings and families' socioeconomic status influence mobility and use of mobility devices by children with CP.